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surroundings, and of the time, and with what they offer. It
must especially have an arousing and wakening effect on the
inner life of the child and must thus spontaneously germinate
from that life. This is the nature of the developing educa-
tional training of man, to follow and practice which I regard
as the indispensable of the time (founded on the law of
nature and the world, on the necessary laws of the forma-
tion of life), and the maintenance of which I recognize as the
demand of life. I hold it in its general comprehensive
application as so highly important to the life of humanity and
of the nations, that its realization and accomplishment (in
proportion to the degree in which it is connected with simple
unchangeable laws) should be the task of all education, in all
relations of life, and under all circumstances.''
Herein are stated the two phases of the most pronounced
change in matters of instruction in our own times. The first
of these concerns the curriculum, and posits that the materials
of instruction, if they are really and vitally to produce the
development of the child's mind and nature, must be selected
from life as it now is and as it affects the child and comes
within his experience,, The second is the complementary be-
lief, that if education is to produce the results desired, both
individual and social, the effects of school instruction must
relate directly to life as it now iss through the activities of the
child that form the culmination of the process of instruction.
Relating as it does to this contemplation of the whole
problem of education from the standpoint of the child's
nature, to this conception of the fundamental nature of its
volitional character, and to the determination of all other
problems of education from this one principle of development
through self-activity, the Froebelian movement, aside from
the kindergarten aspect of it, is thus even less well defined in
its influence upon school work and consequently more diffi-
cult to trace than is the Herbartian influence. However, it
is evident from this introductory statement that these ideas
permeate all modern educational thought In general, one